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Trade Union Federation Mai, Ekaterinburg

Trade Union Federation ‘May’ was established in 1999. One of the initiator to create ‘May’ was Alexander Burkov. He was for a short time a Head of the Regional State Property Committee and was involved into commercial and political activity. His friendly contacts with Anton Bokov, People Deputy of the Regional Legislative Body, were well known in the region. Later People Deputy Bokov occurred to be an acting director running (in Russian conditions it = own) Serov Metallurgy Plant thanks to ‘support’ of his friend Burkov. After regional commission checked Burkov’s activity as a Head of Committee he was resigned by order of Eduard Rossel, the Governor of Sverdlovsk Region.

1999 was the year of  governor’s election in Sverdlovsk Region. Alexander Burkov was one of the candidates for governorship. He established a social political movement ‘May’ oriented to support  Burkov in the election campaign. Because he hadn’t real members but had enough money he appealed for support to UralProfTsentr (Urals Trade Union Center) association of so-called alternative trade unions headed by Sergei Belaev. The last is a very practical person he agreed to support Burkov. As I know financial support from Burkov were used by Belaev for trade union education of members and for strengthening the UralProfTsentr. Burkov, in turn, used trade union ideas and support of people from UralProfTsentr in his campaign. As a result of the pre-election activity and some trade union actions the name ‘May’ became well known in Sverdlovsk region and Burkov took second place in the election after Eduard Rossel who was elected for his second term.

After his fail in the Governor’s election Burkov decided to put his candidature for election campaign to the State Duma (Russian Parliament). He was candidate to the People Deputy from ‘May’ not as Regional but as All-Russian social and political movement. According to Russian legislation any association can be registered as All-Russian if only it has it’s branches in more that 50% or all regions (there are 89 regions in Russia). I deeply doubt ‘May’ has REAL branches in 50% of regions even if it confirmed by documents. If I have $500 000 I could register TUC as All-Russian Trade Union Center with branches in all 89 regions.

Example of action of the movement ‘May’. In the beginning of February 2000 Directorship of Kachkanar ore mining and processing enterprise, which used to be controlled by Serov’s Metallurgy Plant (Acting Director is Bokov – friend of Burkov), was replaced by another management team controlled by Regional Administration. By chance it was a Conference of the movement ‘May’ in Yekaterinburg. Delegates of the Conference were send from Yekaterinburg to Kachkanar by the Conference buses to organised a picketing on behalf of the labour collective of the enterprise where they haven’t primary groups. After new management team of the Kachkanar ore mining and processing enterprise warned it will use police force against the protesters they stop their action. To be afraid of social disorder within the enterprise new owners increased workers’ wages for 30%.

About Association ‘May’. Very few people ever head about Association. Because it has the same name as Federation ‘May’ majority of people just confused to see any differences. I contacted Serguey Belyaev to ask him about Konstantin Komisovskii who sent his letter on behalf of Association ‘May’. As he said: ‘Komisovskii is a boy from a team used to earn money through political campaign. He head about trade unions half a year ago starting work during the governors election campaign. During the parliamentary election he contacted socialist and realised how profitable might be election campaign. In 2000 it will be election into the regional parliament and Komisovskii decided to be more independent. He decided to organise an Association of Free Trade Unions with the same name ‘May’ as already existing Federation. He found people in the Federation and through generous promises convinced them to join his Association’. Local experts doubt there are 32 trade unions in Association ‘May’. There are no official figures how many members in this organisation..

Based on the above information we can separate four subjects:

· Social and Political movement ‘May’ 

· Federation of Free Trade Unions ‘May’

· UralProfTsentr (Urals Trade Union Center which is only real organisation headed by Serguey Belaev)

· Newly established Association of Free Trade Unions ‘May’.

It seems to me the ideas of free trade unions just used by Konstantin Komissovskii and his friends for their personnel aims. They play trade union card to take political profit for themselves. I wouldn’t recommend TUC to contact this organisation.

UralProfTsentr is an affiliated organisation of  All-Russian Confederation of Labour (VKT) one of three Russian Union Centers. For more information it is possible to contact the VKT President Andrey Yefremenko
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