Preface

In the materials of the scientific-practical seminar, the results of the research which has been carried out within the framework of the project «Management of innovation and the modernisation of post-soviet industry» (chiefs of the project - V. Kabalina and S. Clarke) are generalised. The project was financed by the INCO-COPERNICUS program of the European Union and was designed for three years (from September, 1998 to October, 2001). At the first stage (September, 1998 - September, 1999) case studies were carried out in 143 enterprises located in Moscow city, Moscow, Ivanovo, Nizhniy Novgorod, Kemerovo, Samara oblasts and the Komi Republic, and also in Georgia and Belarus. The results of this investigation phase were reflected in the book Innovation in Post-Soviet Industry, Volume One, edited by Veronika Kabalina and published by ISITO in Sytkyvkar in 2000. 

For the second stage of field research (October, 1999 – June, 2001) about 40 (up to 5 enterprises in each region) were selected from among the surveyed enterprises for the realisation of intensive longitudinal case studies of the innovation process for 1,5-2 years. For such research enterprises were selected which were at the initial stages of introduction of a particular innovation. This allowed us to monitor the process of innovation, from the occurrence of the idea of innovation and finishing with the introduction and assessment of the results obtained. The intermediate results of intensive research were published in the book Innovation in Post-Soviet Industry, Volume Two, edited by Veronika Kabalina and published by ISITO in Moscow in 2001. 

For the final working seminar, which took place from July 1-8, 2001, practically all participants of the project prepared an analytical paper, in which various aspects of the innovation process at the investigated enterprises were generalised. The materials prepared for the scientific-practical seminar summarise three-years research and, as a matter of fact, are based on the intellectual contribution of all participants of the project. 

Research groups of three CIS countries – Russia, Belarus and Georgia – representing the following scientific organisations have taken part in the project: Institute for Comparative Labour Relations Research (ISITO) (Moscow, Samara, Kemerovo, Syktyvkar), Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Science (Moscow), Institute of World Economy and International Relations  (IMEMO) of the Russian Academy of Science (Moscow), State Architectural-Building Academy (Ivanovo), Centre of Economic and Social Researches of the European Humanitarian University (Minsk), Tbilisi State University and Academy of Business (Tbilisi). 

